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Q1           15 marks 
 

 
By the results of your investigation of the northerly and southerly boundaries of a parcel 
of land that lies west of a Concession Road Allowance and east of a lake, you 
concluded that the occupation represented the boundaries of Inst. 123456, as originally 
established, and settled, rather than the description dimensions.  You prepared a 
DRAFT version of your reference plan, with PART 1 representing the whole of Inst. 
123456, to provide a new description for the parcel.  You forwarded it to your client, the 
owner's solicitor, together with a brief report, for review and comment prior to deposit. 
 
In pencil on the DRAFT, print you indicated the location of the subject and abutting parcel 

boundaries in accordance with the description to illustrate the "theoretical locations" of 

the boundaries for the solicitor's information, as follows: 

 

- the 'description' southerly boundary would be situated twelve feet northerly of, and 

not parallel to, the settled old post and wire fence that the abutting owners have 

accepted, and you have recognized as the boundary. 

 

- the 'description' northerly boundary would be situated thirty-five feet northerly of, 
and not parallel to, the remains of the old post and wire fence that the abutting 
owners have accepted, and you have recognized as the boundary. 

 

The solicitor returns the print, stating that he wishes you to prepare the plan showing 3 

PARTs, one for each of the overlapped and overlapping properties to enable him to 

contact the abutting owners to prepare and register quit claim documents so that the 

owner of Inst. 123456 ends up with the lands as occupied. 

 

Making reference to costs, time, relevant boundary principles, and your liability: 

 

a) Outline, in point form the arguments for proceeding in accordance with the lawyer's 
instructions, (6 marks) 

b) Outline, in point form the arguments against proceeding in accordance with the 
lawyer's instructions,  (6 marks) 

c) Indicate how you would proceed, and why.  (3 marks) 
 

 



May 2022 Professional (Cadastral) Examination 

 

Q2           20 marks 
 

 

You have been contacted by a law firm acting on behalf of a client who owns a large and 

valuable tract of land beside a small lake.  The client wishes to sell the property; however, 

there is a problem with the description and the purchaser requires it to be resolved before 

proceeding with the sale.  A portion of the property abuts a Shore Road Allowance and the 

lawyers have become aware of conflicting locations for the Road Allowance.  The conflicting 

opinions of two surveys were provided to you, as follows: 

An older survey of some water lots completed by Surveyor X relied upon the 

"line of vegetation" to set the outer, or lakeside, limit of the Road Allowance, 

on the premise that a dam across the outlet creek would only affect the lake 

water level by, at most, two feet.  Surveyor X determined the natural water 

level by observing vegetation along the shores and accepted the line where 

the dry land vegetation becomes wetland or shoreline vegetation.  By 

Surveyor X's survey, the Road Allowance is dry. 

The property has recently been surveyed by Surveyor Y, for the purposes of 

the sale; however, Surveyor Y relied upon a tie shown on an 1880 railway 

plan, which Surveyor Y presumes preceded the erection of the dam.  Surveyor 

Y set the tie of 855 feet from the railway limit, determined the elevation of that 

point, then retraced the contour of that elevation as the location of the outer 

limit of the Road Allowance.  By Surveyor Y's survey, the Road Allowance is 

completely submerged. 

The law firms for the vendors and purchasers have held several meetings with both 

Surveyor X and Surveyor Y in an effort to resolve the differences of opinion; which locations 

for the Road Allowance vary as much as 150 feet.  The only thing they could agree upon 

was they did not agree. 

During a preliminary attendance at the site you locate several of Surveyor X's bars; some 

are in the water and some are on dry land.  Also, the waters of the lake wash against the 

trunks of large maple trees, and many large trees have fallen into the lake along the 

shoreline. 

You are asked to provide a proposal to complete an independent assessment of the issue 

of the location of the Shore Road Allowance. 

a) Write a letter to the lawyer (your client), providing an overview to the approach you 
would take to completing your independent investigation.  (12 marks) 

 Do not sign the letter. 

b) List the possible sources of information that you would research pursuant to that 
investigation, and what you might expect to find. (8 marks) 
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Q3 10 marks 

            

Your client has hired you to conduct a survey of and stake out the north limit of their 

property so that they may replace the existing post and wire fence which is in poor 

condition but still standing.  The fence consists of several sections of wire of various 

ages affixed to posts that are rotting and broken off in some places.  The property to the 

north consists of mixed bush up to the fence with the property to the south consisting of 

a manicured lawn.  Upon attending the site, all monuments for the underlying reference 

plan of the subject property (your client’s property) are located, appear to be 

undisturbed, and fit the underlying plan dimensions. The underlying reference plan 

(dated 1979) shows a post and wire fence following the straight line from monument to 

monument; however, the fence is found to strike a wavy line which begins at one 

monument, arcs to the north in the middle, and finally comes back to end at the other 

monument with many bends in between.  The subject property is described as part of 

Lot 7, Concession 11, and the property to the north is described as part of Lot 8, 

Concession 11, both based on separate reference plans which both show a fence 

following a straight line.  The line between the two lots was not surveyed as part of the 

original township survey and consists of what is commonly referred to as a “blind” line. 

 

 

a) Considering fundamentals of boundary retracement and survey law, what factors 
need to be considered in determining the location of the boundary? (5 Marks) 

b) What sources of additional research should be consulted before coming to a 
conclusion on the location of the boundary? (5 Marks) 
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Q4           10 marks 
 

 
A client has asked you to prepare a Reference Plan of his property which adjoins an 
original travelled sixty-six foot road allowance. Fifteen years ago, the local municipality 
reconstructed the roadway and built a new fence 10 feet outside of the original road 
allowance. During the course of your research, you have not been able to find any 
evidence that the Municipality acquired paper title to the "widened lands". 
 
a) Discuss how you would illustrate the "widened lands" on your reference plan. 

Include in your answer a discussion on who owns the lands and why. (4 marks) 
 
b) What advice would you give to your client as to issues that he should be aware of? 

(3 marks) 
 
c) What would the issues be if paper title to the lands had been conveyed to the 

municipality and the municipality did not pass a dedication by-law? (3 marks) 
 

 
 

 

Q5           10 marks 
 

You are preparing a reference plan for a client on a fairly large property that has been 

converted to LTQ.  The PIN abstract does not indicate the existence of any easements, 

the field survey discloses the existence of sanitary sewer and telephone cables.  The 

title search indicates that there was an easement for both registered in 1940 and no 

subsequent record of a notice of claim.  The parcel has changed hands 5 times in the 

last 10 years and the deed description states that it is subject to an easement in favor of 

Bell Canada. 

 

a) What is the status of the telephone easement?  (2) 
b) What is the status of the sewer easement?  (2) 
c) What would you show on the plan?  (2) 
d) What would you recommend to your client to remedy the situation?  (4) 
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Q6           6 marks 
 

 

You have been asked to establish a Vertical Control Network for a new 50 acre 

subdivision development, to be used for the initial topographic survey for design, and to 

establish elevations for all new construction.  How would you go about completing this 

task? 

a) If you could not locate any published Vertical Control Monuments in the vicinity of 

site. (3 marks) 

b) You were able to find three published Vertical Control Monuments very close to 

the site. (3 marks) 

 

 

 

 

Q7 10 Marks 
 

 
A client calls and advises that they wish to sell the southerly 5 acres of their 25-acre property 

to the adjacent landowner. 

Write a letter to the client explaining: 

• the process 

• the participants 

• the documentation 

• the expected time frames 

• the costs to be incurred 

• any other pertinent or special issues common to your area. 
 

Start each part of your answer with a new paragraph. 

 

NOTE:  Do not sign your name to the letter. 
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Q8           10 marks 
 

 
You prepare Surveyors Real Property Reports for new houses for a builder.  The following 
Spring you are retained by the homeowner to set wood stakes on the lot lines of lot 36 for 
fencing.  On re-establishing the line between lots 36 and 37, you find the side ties result in 
two distinct but parallel sidelines that overlap by 0.12m.  On further examination you 
conclude that the ties on lot 36 as shown on the SRPR’s were incorrect and the minimum 
building setbacks have not been met. 
 

You have the following options. 

i) Split the difference and stake the fence. 
ii) Stake the correct limit and say nothing. 
 

a) Which course of action would you follow?  Explain why. (5 Marks) 
b) Why did you not choose the other actions? (5 Marks) 

 

 

 

Q9           8 marks 
 

 

The use of sketches rather than plans of survey has become a controversial topic within 

our Association.  

• What are the differences between a sketch and a Plan of Survey?   

• When is it acceptable to use a sketch, rather than a Plan of Survey? 

• Do you think the widespread use of sketches, rather than a Plan of Survey, is in 

the best interest of the public?  Explain. (8 Marks) 

 

Throughout this answer, please provide arguments in support of and against the use of 

sketches, including allowable uses, content, and format.  Relate your arguments to 

current statutes, regulations and AOLS policies. 

 

 


